Syllabus for A&S 118-001

From Riches to Rags:  The Economics of Poverty in Kentucky and Beyond

Instructor:
Gail Mitchell Hoyt





    
Fall 2002

Lectures:
9:30 a.m. - 10:45 a.m.,  Tuesday and Thursday
Patterson Office Tower 113
Office:

335D Business and Economics Building

Phone:

257-2517

Email:
GHOYT@UKY.EDU

Course Web Site Address:
http://gatton.uky.edu/Faculty/hoytg/A&S118/A&S118.html 


Office Hours:

12:00 - 1:00 p.m.

Monday






11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Tuesday 




12:00 - 1:00 p.m.

Wednesday




10:00-10:30 a.m.

Friday









Or by appointment
NOTE:  This course, together with any 3 credit hour course in any of the Social Sciences,
at any level, will fulfill the USP Disciplinary Requirement in the Social Sciences.

Course Description:

In this course, we will examine the condition of poverty from an economic perspective.  We will look at the current state of U.S. and Kentucky poverty.  We will examine the impact poverty has on health, children, the elderly, education and earnings.  We will consider how family structure, labor choices, education, health, age, and discrimination all cause poverty.  As we consider cures for poverty, we will examine welfare reform policy in the U.S. and Kentucky.  A variety of guest speakers will discuss topics such as the racial achievement gap in the Lexington school system, the Lexington Living Wage Campaign, and the issues faced by the organizations in Lexington who work with people living in poverty.  The course will incorporate wide readings from the literature on poverty.  We will also view films and enjoy oral presentations from students.  Since we hope to connect the ideas we discuss in class to our community, we will work with the Community Action Council to learn about how this organization works with people and other organizations in the community to deal with the causes and symptoms of poverty in Lexington.
Required Text and Materials:
You will need to purchase:  


Ehrenreich, Barbara, Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting By in America, 

Metropolitan Books, Henry Holt and Company, New York, 2001.

This book will be supplemented by readings from other texts, journal articles, and research reports.  Some of these materials will be distributed in class.  Others will be put on reserve in the Young library under A&S118, Gail Hoyt.  Other readings will be available electronically through the course website.  I would recommend that you purchase a three ring binder to hold the materials that will be distributed in class.
Course Website and Email

The course has a website at http://gatton.uky.edu/Faculty/hoytg/A&S118.html. There will be several uses for the website. First the website will contain information on current assignments and readings. Second, a number of the readings will be available at the website (or through links from the website). If you miss class, this is the first place to go to determine what you have missed and what you need to do to get "caught up."  In addition to the course website, I shall also create an e-mail list for the class. I primarily use the list to inform students of changes in the assignment or to clarify questions that a number of students have asked.
Evaluation Criteria
	Assignment
	Points

	Class Journal 
	35%

	Group Service Project

And Presentations 
	35%

	Individual Paper
	30%

	Total  
	100%


Class Journal (35%)
At the beginning of each class period you will submit a one to two page typed journal entry.   The journal entry should include reflection on the previous class period, the reading for that day, and other specific questions that will be assigned.  Journal entries are not accepted later than 9:30 AM on the date they are due. If a journal entry is not turned in or is turned in late, it is recorded as a zero. Note if you turn it in early please put it in my mailbox in BE 335, not under my door or to another individual. If you do not plan to attend class on the day the assignment is due it still must be in my mailbox by 9:30 AM.   This course is a discussion-based course.  Preparation of journal entries will help to prepare you for class discussion and should enhance your overall comprehension of the material as well as your overall learning experience.
Individual Paper (30%)

You will be writing a 15-25 page paper on a topic of your choice related to poverty.   The paper will be completed in four stages:
Stage I:  Due Tuesday, September 24


Paper Topic Proposal Due (one page, typed, double-spaced) 


Stage II: Due Thursday, October 17


Paper Draft Outline Due (five page minimum, typed, double-spaced)
Stage III: Due Tuesday, November 19


Final Paper Due (15-25 pages in length, typed, double-spaced)

Group Service Project and Presentations (35%)

This semester our entire class will working together on a service project for the Community Action Council and a service project for the University of Kentucky.
Project Segment I:  

Our class will conduct a study of volunteering and service among University of Kentucky Students.  We will design a survey instrument, administer the survey to UK students, enter and process the survey data, and prepare summary reports. The Vice President for Outreach, the University Director of Assessment, and the Director of the Office of Experiential Education will be working with us as we bring this project to fruition.  In addition to interest from the University Community, various organizations who work with people in poverty in the broader Lexington community will also be interested in the results of this study.

Project Segment II:

The Community Action Council is an organization that works to combat poverty in four Kentucky counties including Fayette County.  This organization provides a wide array of services and they plan to allow our class to conduct a “strengths and needs assessment” study for them this fall.  We will work with the managers at the Council to prepare a survey instrument that will assess the needs of the low income community in their service area.  The survey will also be designed to measure customer satisfaction of the existing clientele. 

Projects I and II will both require a substantial time and work commitment on the part of our class, but the scholarly products that we will produce from this effort will be very valuable to the University of Kentucky as the University tries to expand its outreach to the community and to the Community Action Council as they continue their efforts to combat poverty in Kentucky.  It is also my hope that you will gain a much stronger understanding of poverty, low income populations, and welfare policy as you engage in this work.
Assignment to Groups:
Specific components of the project will require group work.  
I will assign you to a group based upon the areas of interest that you indicate on the student information sheet.   Groups will range in size from 3 to 4 students.  Further, I will assign a student to serve as the group leader.  (I will only assign someone who is willing to be a group leader.)  The group leader’s role is to keep the group on task, and to divide the workload among the group members.

Project Grades 
Your individual grade for the group service project will be the composite of three grades:  your group’s grade from me, your group’s grade from the other groups in the class, and your individual-contribution grade (determined by me and the other members of your group.)  Your group’s grade depends on how well your group performs its role in the service projects.  Your individual-contribution grade depends on how much you contribute to your group project.  To determine your individual-contribution, I will observe you throughout the semester, and at the end of the semester I will ask each group member to evaluate each other group member’s contribution. 

Classroom Etiquette

While for most of you I suspect (and hope) the discussion below is obvious, given the classroom will be close to capacity, let me briefly remind you.

Class Attendance 

Class attendance is not mandatory and I shall not keep any record of attendance. However, obviously part of your grade (in-class writing assignments) will depend, in part, on whether you are in class or not.
Students are expected to read assigned material prior to class and participate in class discussion and activities.  
If you do not attend a class you are responsible for finding out the assignment and obtaining notes from the class you missed. Do not ask me for notes. Also, I do not consider it appropriate for students to come to office hours to ask questions on materials discussed in classes they missed. The purpose of office hours is for assistance and questions on materials on the lectures and readings given the student has attended the lecture.

Late Arrivals or Early Departures 

Both late arrivals and early departures from the class are extremely disruptive. Students are expected to arrive to the classroom on time.  If there is some unavoidable conflict in your schedule that makes it impossible for you to arrive on time to class you should discuss it with me. Early departures are discouraged. Please let me know if you must leave the class early. 

Disruptions in the Classroom 

Cellular telephones and pagers should be turned off during class time. Conversations and discussions, related to the class or not, are extremely disruptive and should be minimized.  This behavior shows disrespect for your classmates who would like to hear the lecture and it can have a negative impact on the learning experience of the entire class. Reading or working on other projects should not be done during class -- if you want to do these activities you should not attend that class.     





Outline of Course

The following is an outline of the topics I hope to include in the course.  I prefer not to give you a time line as I would like to maintain flexible for the class to spend more or less time on various topics and speakers as we move through the semester.   

Lecture I: 
Poverty Overview


Reading:  Chapter 7 U.S. Poverty from Economic Issues and Policy

Lecture II: 
What is Economics?


Reading: Chapter 1 Introduction of Economic Issues and Policy and in class handout
Lecture III:
Measuring Poverty (Poverty in the U.S.)


Readings:

· "How the Census Bureau Measures Poverty Official Poverty data are collected using the Current Population Survey (CPS) March Supplement," http://www.census.gov/hhes/poverty/povdef.html
· Gordon M. Fisher,  "The Development and History of the U.S. Poverty Thresholds-A Brief Overview, " Department of Health and Human Services http://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty/papers/hptgssiv.htm
· U.S. Census Bureau,  “Poverty in the U.S., 2000”  

     http://www.census.gov/prod/2001pubs/p60-214.pdf
· National Academy of Sciences, Measuring Poverty: A New Approach, 1996, Executive Summary, http://www.nap.edu/readingroom/books/poverty/summary.html
· "Improving the Measure of American Poverty," Focus Vol. 19, No. 2, Spring 1998, pp. 2 http://www.ssc.wisc.edu/irp/pubs/foc192.pdf.

Lecture IV:
Poverty in Lexington and the Community Action Council


Readings:  Community Action Council Brochures and Annual Reports


Guest Speaker:  Jack Burch from the Community Action Council

Lecture V:
Poverty in Kentucky

Reading: Nights Comes to the Cumberland, Harry Caudill.  (2 chapters)

Video:
 "Stranger with a Camera" 

Lecture VI:  Economics of the Market: Supply and Demand

Reading: Chapter 1 Introduction of Economic Issues and Policy and in class handout
Lecture VII: Poverty and the Labor Market – Labor Force Participation


No additional reading
Lecture VIII: Poverty and the Labor Market – The Working Poor


Reading: Ehrenreich, Barbara, Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting By in America, 

Metropolitan Books, Henry Holt and Company, New York, 2001.

Lecture IX: Poverty and the Labor Market – The Minimum Wage and the Living 

Wage


Readings:
· Do Minimum Wages Fight Poverty? David Neumark, William Wascher NBER Working Paper No. W6127 August 1997 (Digest) http://www.nber.org/digest/jan98/w6127.html
· “Minimum Wage Redux”, Cato Today’s Commentary November 1, 1999, http://www.cato.org/dailys/11-01-99.html
·  “The Next Step: The new minimum wage proposals and the old opposition,” by Jared Bernstein and Chauna Brocht, Economic Policy Institute, March 8, 2000 Issue Brief #130B (at http://epinet.org/ under Issues Guide, minimum wage)
· Left Behind in Kentucky: An Examination of a Living Wage for Louisville and Lexington, Kentucky," Money Matters, Number 6, October 2000.

· “Pay laws making a difference across U.S.,” Chauna Brocht, Lexington Herald-Leader, Sunday, September 2, 2001.

· “Economic snake oil no remedy for poverty,” Bruce Johnson, Lexington Herald-Leader, Sunday, September 2, 2001.

· “Numbers show low-wage earners living on the edge,” Barbara Ehrenreich, Lexington Herald-Leader, Sunday, September 2, 2001.

· “Lexington should lead way in improving workers’ lot,” Chuck Sohner,Lexington Herald-Leader, Sunday, September 2, 2001.

· “City’s best anti-poverty weapon is increased training, education,” Robert Quick, Lexington Herald-Leader, Sunday, September 2, 2001.

Lecture X:
Welfare Policy and Programs

Readings:
·  “Fact Sheet on the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996,” from the Administration for Children and Families

· “Welfare Reform:  CDF Summarizes Conference Bill”
· “Welfare Reform:  An Overview of Effects to Date”
· “Welfare Reform:  Kentucky’s Year 2001 Update”
· “Welfare Reform: Round 2,” Business Week, June 24, 2002
· “Working Toward Independence:  The President’s Proposal for Welfare Policy,” May 2002

· Description of the “Work, Opportunity, and Responsibility for Kids (WORK) Act of 2002” Senate Committee on Finance Mark Up Sheet, June 26, 2002

· “Issues and Action:  Working from Poverty to Promise,” Summary 
Lecture XI:   Poverty and Age, Health, and Family Size

Reading:

· “Why Don’t Welfare-Reliant Mothers Go to Work?”
Lecture XII: Poverty and Discrimination


Readings:

· “Education and Earnings in Kentucky, 1964-1996,”  Mark C. Berger, 1998 Kentucky Annual Economic Report.

· “Institutional Research Reports, University of Kentucky, Academic Accomplishments of Women,” September 2001

· “Achievement gap inseparable from the history of inequality,” Lexington Herald Leader, August 26, 2001

· “All children can learn: So why is there a minority achievement gap?”  Perspectives, Volume 12, No. 2 summer 2001.

· “Closing the minority achievement gap:  Learn from examples,”  Robert F. Sexton, Executive Director, Prichard Committee for Academic Excellence, June 1, 2001.

· “Equity in Our Schools: A Literature Review,” Richard Day, 2001.
Lecture XIII:  Underclass Theory, “Ghetto” Poverty, and Spatial Mismatch  


Reading:

· “The Underclass:  Culture and Race,” from The Economics of Poverty and Discrimination, Eighth Edition, Bradley Schiller
Lecture XIV:  Where do we go from here?   Can understanding the connection between economics and poverty can guide policy and help to alleviate poverty? 

Reading:
· “Why can’t we eliminate poverty?”  Michael Walden, Economic Issues:  Rhetoric and Reality, 1995.
Course Calendar

	Tuesday


	Thursday

	
	August 29 First Day of Class


	September 3


	September 5



	September 10


	September 12
Guest Speakers from the Community Action Council


	September 17 

	September 19

Guest Speakers from Campus on Service Learning

	September 24
Individual Paper Topic Proposal Due

(one page – typed)

	September 26



	October 1


	October 3



	October 8


	October 10



	October 15

	October 17
(paper draft outline due-5 page minimum)


	October 22


	October 24


	October 29


	October 31



	November 5


	November 7



	November 12


	November 14



	November 19

(final paper due 15-25 pages)
	November 21

Last Day of Class

	November 26


	November 28

	December 3

Prepare Closing Presentations
	December 5

Prepare Closing Presentations

	December 10

Closing presentations of service projects
	December 12

Closing presentations of service projects
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